Scientific Citizenship
Dear JMBE Editor,
The ASM education community has lost a colleague, collaborator, and passionate microbiologist. Dr. Joseph P. Caruso passed away on Tuesday, September 1, 2015. I met Joe at an ASM General Meeting, perhaps a decade ago. I am not sure exactly when, but I do remember he and I first were talking about the canapés served at the opening reception. As we began discussing the meeting and our respective careers, it became clear we had a shared passion for undergraduate education, especially reaching underrepresented students to provide them with authentic research experiences. Joe and I collaborated for several years, trying to secure funding to bring metagenomics research to Title I high schools. Joe introduced me to many methods of student engagement, including calibrated peer review and, most recently, the Small World Initiative (www.smallworldinitiative.org/), for which Joe had recently become a facilitator. In fact, Joe is co-author of a paper entitled "Citizen Science: The Small World Initiative Improved Lecture Grades and California Critical Thinking Skills Test Scores of Nonscience Major Students at Florida Atlantic University" that appears in the current citizen-science themed issue of JMBE.
Joe grew up outside of Toledo, OH, graduated with a bachelor's degree from Southern Methodist University (coincidently my alma mater, another shared passion we had), and earned his Master's in Parasitology from the University of Wyoming at Laramie and his PhD, in Veterinary Parasitology, from the University of Georgia. Most recently he was a faculty member at Florida Atlantic University, where he utilized active and problem-based learning to teach microbiology to undergraduates, mentoring dozens of students in research projects. He had a most interesting life outside of biology as well, including a long stint as owner/chef at a 4½ star Italian restaurant in Iowa. He was an avid fisherman and traveler and had lived in New York, Arkansas, Ohio, Texas, Georgia, Wyoming, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, North Carolina, and Florida, and the countries of Bermuda and Belize, as well as traveling extensively throughout the world.
Those of us who knew Joe best, however, probably remember him for his extensive knowledge of microbiology, politics, nutrition, human health, and world affairs. A conversation with Joe was always lively, and his vast array of knowledge about most topics led to a depth and breadth of conversation not often encountered. Conversations with Joe would usually start with the ingredients and preparation of the dish at hand (we often dined together at ASM and ASM Conference for Undergraduate Educators meetings) and end with a discussion of our students and research projects. I find myself often wondering, "what would Joe think about…" and wish that we still had his amazing insight and knowledge.
Joe will be sorely missed by both the education community and his students, as well as by his family. His favorite charity was Heifer International, and he was always deeply moved by injustice and poverty. I was deeply touched by my friendship with Joe and will always remember his gentle nature and deep abiding love for teaching.
Sincerely,
Pamela A. Marshall
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